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1. Purpose  
 
The North Perth Public Library is a busy public place and library staff cannot assume 
responsibility for children left unattended within our facilities.  The North Perth Public Library 
affirms the provisions of the Ontario Child and Family Services Act, RSO 1990, c.C11 s. 79 (3), 
which requires that a person responsible for a child of less than sixteen years of age must 
provide for supervision and care that is reasonable in the circumstances. 
 
 
1.1 The library expects parents, caregivers, and approved supervisors to: 

a) Supervise their children while in or on library premises.   
b) Monitor the use of services and collections by children under their care 
c) Be responsible for borrowed materials and fines incurred by children under their 

care 
d) Monitor the use of the internet by children under their care as per OP-06 

Acceptable Use Policy.  The library is not responsible for enforcing any restrictions 
the parent/guardian may place on a minor’s use of the library’s internet. 
 

1.2 Children 10 years of age and younger must be accompanied by an adult while in the library. 
 

1.3 Staff, having confirmed that reasonable care has not been provided for a child, will attempt 
to contact the caregiver.  If the caregiver cannot be contacted within a reasonable period of 
time, or if staff perceive there to be a danger to the child, staff will consult with the Chief 
Executive Officer (or senior staff) who will refer the matter to the police. 

 
1.4 When a child is left unattended after close.  Staff will 

 Not give the child a ride home 

 Contact local police 

 Remain with the child until the proper authorities can take the child into their 
protection 

 Report this occurrence to the Chief Executive Officer 
 


